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BALLAJURA POLICE STATION 

Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.35 am]: My grievance relates to the Ballajura Police Station. The purpose of 
the grievance is, firstly, to ask the Minister for Police to reconsider the closure of the station and possibly build a 
new police station in the Ballajura–Malaga district; and, secondly, to ask the minister to clarify some of the 
comments he made during the closure last year. Firstly, I wish to refer to some of the comments made by the 
minister in May last year. When asked about possible closure of the police station and whether decisions had 
been made on the closure of the police station, the police minister said, “Not at this stage.” On 26 May last year, 
my birthday, the minister said that he had not made a decision—no decision had been made—regarding the 
closure of the police station.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Can I just clarify whether I had not made a decision or a decision had not been made?  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When asked by a member from the minister’s side of the house about whether the minister 
had earmarked police stations for closure, the minister said, “Not at this stage.” With respect to the Ballajura 
Police Station, the minister said that a final decision had not been made. Those comments were made to 
Parliament in May last year.  

Other information obtained through freedom of information shows that emails between the minister’s office and 
the local papers say that the minister again stated that a final decision of the closure of the police station had not 
been made. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: When was that? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That was on 28 May, followed by another statement on 5 June. I have two pieces of 
correspondence, one of which states — 

… the Minister and the Commissioner are still in discussions as the Minister stated yesterday. … I can 
assure you that as soon as a decision has been made, it will be communicated to you and your readers. 

That comment was made by one of the minister’s press secretaries to the local paper. Again, that further 
information shows that the minister claimed that a decision had not been made. However, other information 
obtained through FOI includes a briefing note sent to the minister’s office by the Office of the Commissioner last 
April. It states — 

I write to inform you of the decision to close Ballajura Police Station and relocate existing resources to 
Kiara and Ellenbrook Police Stations.  

It also says that a communication strategy has been developed and — 

Stakeholders will be advised that WA Police will cease to operate from the Ballajura Police Station by 1 
July 2009.  

I have a copy of another contentious briefing note sent to the minister’s office for possible discussion in 
Parliament. It again stated that a decision had been made to close the police station and a communication 
strategy would be developed. It was dated 17 April. I would like the minister to clarify when the decision was 
made to close the police station. Was the minister informed in April, as his briefing note suggests, that the 
decision had been made? Why was a communications strategy to the local people not developed?  

Another point I would like to make relates to comments made by the federal member for Cowan about the 
Ballajura Police Station. An email between the minister’s office and Luke Simpkins, whom I quite like and see 
on a number of occasions, states — 

The State MLA is running on this and getting support. I think that it will be just a matter of time before 
she tries to turn it on me as a Liberal. I had a concept that may be able to get the truth going in this issue 
and focus in the right area. Soon I have an unaddressed mail out of an envelope into Ballajura. I propose 
to include a letter to the Police Commissioner, that the resident can put their name to and put into a box 
at local newsagents. The letter would ask the Commissioner to reverse his decision. An explanatory 
letter in my envelope would say that this is his decision. The result being that the locals identify the 
decision with the Commissioner and not the State Government or Liberal Party, and I get profile for 
trying to assist. What do you think? Luke 

That is typical of the Liberal Party in that area. The response from the minister’s press secretary, whom I know 
well, states — 
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The Minister has already had considerable debate on this in the parliament. I am concerned that the 
Commissioner will simply say two things — 

In response to any campaign — 

1. This is inefficient policing and 2. If the state government wants me to keep it open I will — but 
they’ll have to fund it. Which boxes us into a corner as we would be seen to be funding a station which 
has minimal effectiveness — which leads to more and more problems as we move towards the ‘hub’ 
concept. I think it best if the Minister call you to discuss possible options and I will ask him to do so 
over the weekend — best regards … 

Again, we see the Liberal Party working together to basically cover up the issue, which is that this government 
closed the Ballajura Police Station.  

I ask the minister to clarify whose decision it was to close the Ballajura Police Station, when the decision was 
made, and whether he will reconsider the closure. The impact of the closure on the Ballajura community is great. 
Residents come to my office constantly, complaining about the closure of the Ballajura Police Station, and we 
receive numerous phone calls about the issue. We will soon be holding a community meeting so people can get 
together and raise issues. From the statistics I have seen, there has been a rise in crime in particular areas of 
Ballajura. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: What about the decreased statistics? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister can talk about the increased ones also. If the minister is going to talk about 
figures, he can give us all the figures. I urge the minister to reconsider the closure of the Ballajura Police Station 
and to tell the Parliament exactly what process led to the closure of the station. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.41 am]: I thank the member for West Swan for her 
grievance today. I am very happy to respond. 

This shows what an open and accountable government we are; we gave the member all this information. When 
the opposition seeks freedom of information, it gets it. I cannot be responsible for what another member of 
Parliament, state or federal, wants to say to me via email or letter, but I will respond accordingly and, I think, 
appropriately, to any member of Parliament who contacts me. The member for West Swan mentioned the 
briefing note that she received under FOI, and that is fine. I tell the member that, following that briefing note 
from the police commissioner, I requested a review of the decision and why it was being made. I wanted to be 
personally briefed to hear the case for the station being closed. Therefore, all the comments to the media from 
me and my office were correct. Let me establish that first of all. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Can I ask whose decision it was? Was it yours or the commissioner’s? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: At the end of the day, the decision to close any police station is the commissioner’s 
decision. If I have a concern about a police station being closed, obviously I talk to the commissioner. If I can 
convince him that, in my view, a police station should remain open, it may have an effect on his final decision. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Can I ask — 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Does the member want me to answer the question she has already put? If she starts asking 
me more questions, I will not be able to give her answers. 

The police station had to be closed. The member for West Swan knows as well as I do that the holding cell was 
in the middle of the general office, which was totally inappropriate. Very often, police vehicles had to wait for 
vegie lorries servicing the supermarket next door to move out of the way before they could get in and out of the 
station. That was totally inappropriate. The member has seen the old police station, as I have. The Labor Party is 
very hot on occupational health and safety, so I am told; the previous government should have closed that station 
under occupational health and safety, because it was not a suitable place for police officers to work. The member 
knows that and I know that.  

I know that the member for West Swan may have made promises during the election campaign about whang-
bang new police stations, and all the rest of it, probably because of the privileged position she held with the 
former Premier. It was probably the same situation as with the member for Warnbro and the new Secret Harbour 
police station. The Labor Party seems to come up with all these whang-bang ideas during election campaigns to 
try to help its candidates; very often they do not eventuate. I can assure the member that there would not have 
been a new police station in Ballajura because we have moved to the new model of hubs, which are much more 
efficient. We have more police officers actually out on the road, patrolling and doing the job that we want them 
to do. Every police car is now like a mobile police station. With the new tasking and dispatch information  
system, they can get information within seconds rather than minutes and report back. 
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I will give the member an example of the rosters that were taking place when Ballajura Police Station was open. 
An examination of the operational rosters that existed when the Ballajura Police Station was open clearly show 
that significant gaps existed when no local police tasking coverage existed, due to staff on one shift ceasing duty, 
and no further staff being available until the following shift commenced duty. However, when Kiara Police 
Station assumed the tasking responsibility for the Ballajura and Malaga areas, a minimum number of two 
vehicles were rostered for each day, with afternoon and night shifts, providing a 24–hour a day, six day a week 
tasking service, and 22 hours on the seventh day of the week, being Sunday. 

The member for West Swan regularly sends me questions on notice for figures for Ballajura, and I accept that. I 
know that there is one in the pipeline at the moment; she will get honest answers for that one as well. Response 
times have certainly improved, especially for category 2 offences. Category 2 offences are offences that are 
being committed at the time. The police are responding to those offences much more quickly than they did when 
Ballajura Police Station was open. Very often, the officers at Ballajura Police Station would simply be unable to 
get into a vehicle to respond to a call. Now we have mobile police officers responding in much quicker times. It 
is very important to try to catch people committing crimes while they are being committed rather than turning up 
half an hour later when they have already fled the scene; it is much better policing, and that is what we are after 
in this state—much better policing than we have previously had. 

I have asked for some figures; I guess that is what the member for West Swan wants. I did not know where she 
was coming from with her grievance today, because it was under the heading, “Ballajura policing”. I did not 
know whether it was about the police station closing or whatever. However, I will give the member some 
figures. From November 2008 to February 2009, there were 73 non-dwelling burglaries. We are covering not 
only domestic properties but also commercial premises, such as those in the industrial estate, which is being 
policed very well indeed. In 2009–10, non-dwelling burglaries decreased to 27. There was a very large decrease 
in the number of burglaries taking place in those non-dwelling properties. From November 2008 to February 
2009, there were 138 theft incidents. For the same period for 2009–10, the figure remained relatively the same at 
144; there was a slight increase. I will be honest with the member—if there is an increase, she will get the 
increase. Between November 2008 and February 2009, there were 21 motor vehicle thefts. For the same period 
2009–10, the number had decreased to 16.  

We are seeing a decrease in crime in many important categories in the Ballajura area. The member for West 
Swan should be pleased about this. It is better than having an old police station that the previous government did 
nothing about in eight years of government; it did nothing whatsoever. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Would you consider reopening it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Of course not. It is not for me to reopen a police station; that is not my duty as Minister 
for Police. It is the prerogative of the police commissioner.  
 


